
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Save the Kids 

 

     Both ourselves and our country are bending over backwards to teach and protect our 

children. The federal government has started a program aimed at leaving no child behind. 

That’s a great idea. After all, we do not want our kids to be dummies and only be able 

to write their names, add up a few numbers and be able to read the daily newspaper. 

We want a lot more than that! 

     We ourselves do a lot to help our children, too. We put air bags and seat belts in our 

cars. We make it difficult for them to unscrew the caps on the medicine bottles. We 

don’t want any harm to come to them. We don’t let them shoot fireworks in the yard. 

And we put our own guards on our TV sets and on our computers to protect them from 

all kinds of harmful influences. And just recently we asked Walmart to put cushioned 

seats in their grocery carts to keep the kids comfy while mom and dad do the shopping.   

     There is no doubt that all these things are very good. But there is the one thing that 

we must never forget. And it is this: the example that we give our children. The way that 

they see us…THAT is what they will grow up to be. 

     I am sure that as the years go by, parents become more and more concerned about 

the dropout rate of their young people. And very well they should be concerned! It is a 

tragic thing to see those precious little boys and girls who once were so thrilled with 

God that now are growing cold and uninterested in the very thought of God. 

     Let me give you some of the latest statistics.* The single most important factor in 

keeping these children faithful to God is their own immediately family. It has been 

documented that where both parents are faithful to the Lord – and that includes an 

active interest in the life and the doings of the local church – 93% of their kids remained 

faithful.  

     On the other hand, if only one of the parents was faithful, that figures drops to 73%. 

And here is the real shocker: in cases where both parents attended Mass only 

infrequently, the percentage of their children who remained faithful to the Lord 

dropped to just 6% 

 

 



-2- 

      Well, do you want your children to go to heaven? Then you’ve got to make sure that 

you are the ones that are leading them. That is the only way that they are going to make 

it. We priests love your children and we love to see them in church with you. 

     I would like to end up by quoting Jesus Himself on this subject. Here is what He 

said: “If anyone leads one of these little ones astray, it would be better for that person to be 

plunged into the sea with a great mill stone fastened around his neck.” That says it! We have 

heard it all! 

     So, let’s save the kids. 

 

*This homily was initially delivered in May, 2016 


